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Basic Rights
& Amendments.

A compact, plain-language orientation to constitutional protections that often arise when people record,
speak, assemble, and document public life.

USE THIS AS A STARTING POINT.
It is general education, not legal advice. The facts, forum, statute, and current case law can change the
analysis.

The First Amendment
Congress may not establish a religion or prohibit its free exercise, abridge freedom of speech or of the press, or stop
people from peacefully assembling and petitioning the government for a redress of grievances. The text protects activity;
it does not guarantee access to every property or immunity from every neutral rule.

The Fourth Amendment
People are protected against unreasonable searches and seizures. Warrants generally require probable cause, a
supported oath or affirmation, and particular description of the place to be searched and the people or things to be
seized. Recording a public interaction does not itself answer every search, privacy, or evidence question.

The Fourteenth Amendment
The Fourteenth Amendment addresses state action, due process, and equal protection. Through incorporation doctrine,
many protections in the Bill of Rights apply to state and local governments. The doctrine is fact-specific; a private
business is not automatically the government, and a public setting is not automatically an unlimited forum.
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FIELD CHECKLIST

Before you record.
A constitutional principle is not a substitute for checking the place, the rule, and the jurisdiction. Use this
sequence to keep the record useful and the encounter safe.

01 Know the setting Is this a traditional public forum, a limited/designated forum, a nonpublic area, or private
property? Look for posted access and safety rules.

02 Separate speech from
access

A right to speak or record does not necessarily create a right to enter restricted space,
cross a barrier, block a doorway, or disrupt operations.

03 Protect private
information

Avoid filming private papers, screens, medical details, children, or people who are not
part of the public interaction when the record does not require it.

04 Check state law Audio recording, privacy, trespass, obstruction, identification, and public-records rules
vary. Do not import a neighboring state's rule.

05 Publish the context Label samples, distinguish observation from allegation, preserve source notes, and
make corrections visible.

Primary references
Congress.gov, First Amendment: https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/
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Congress.gov, Fourteenth Amendment: https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-14/

Congress.gov, The Public Forum: https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/essay/Amdt1_7_7_1/ALDE_00013542/
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